
Special Board Meeting
CCU Conference Room, Gloria B. Nelson Public Service Building 

10:00 a.m., July 6, 2017

AGENDA

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. NEW BUSINESS
2.1 GWA
2.1.1 Resolution No. 39-FY2017 Relative to Approval the Terms of the Proposed Settlement in the Claim Against 

GWA by Angel Cruz and Joseph Cruz for Real Property Damages; Government Claim No. 2017-001
2.1.2 Resolution No. 40-FY2017 Relative to Approval the Terms of the Proposed Settlement in the Claim Against 

GWA by Joseph Cruz and Sandra Pablo for Personal Property Damages; Government Claim No. 2017-002
2.1.3 Resolution No. 41-FY2017 Relative to Approval the Terms of the Proposed Settlement in the Claim Against 

GWA by Joseph Cruz for Loss of Wages; Government Claim No. 2017-003

3. ANNOUNCEMENTS
3.1 Next CCU Meetings: GWA Work Session: July 19; GPA Work Session: July 20; CCU Meeting: July 25

4. ADJOURNMENT
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“Better Water, Better Lives.”
Gloria B. Nelson Public Service Building| 688 Route 15 | Mangilao, Guam 96913

Tel: (671) 300-6846

Issues for Decision

Resolution No. 39-FY2017
Relative to Approving the Terms of the Proposed Settlement in the Claim Against the Guam 
Waterworks Authority by Angel M.D. Cruz and Joseph M.M. Cruz also Referenced as 
Government Claim GWA GC No. 2017-001

What is the project’s objective and is it necessary and urgent?
On December 30, 2016 a sewer overflow caused real property damage to the Cruz’s home. As 
a result of the sewer overflow Angel and Joseph filed a Government Claim against GWA in the 
amount of $150,000.00 for damages sustained to two bathrooms, three bedrooms, kitchen and 
living room.

The Cruz family has been provided housing accommodations since January 26, 2017 until the 
repairs to the home are completed. Pursuant to 5 G.C.A. §6206 the Release and Settlement 
Agreement requires the Attorney General of Guam and the Governor to approve before the 
settlement check can be issued. 

Where is the location?
110 South San Miguel Street Talofofo, Guam 

How much will it cost?
The recommendation for settlement is $109,994.00 for the costs to repair the home, housing 
accommodations and storage rental. 

GWA has offered as part of the final settlement offer the issuance of $3,000 before July 16,
2017 to assist the family with initial home repairs.  Therefore, the remaining settlement amount 
would be $106,994.00.

When will it be completed?
This claim will be completed after the Release and Settlement Agreement has been approved
by the CCU, then forwarded to the Office of the Attorney General and the Office of the Governor 
for their review and signature.

What is the funding source?
Revenue Funded
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GUAM CONSOLIDATED COMMISSION ON UTILITIES

RESOLUTION NO. 39-FY2017

RELATIVE TO APPROVING THE TERMS OF THE PROPOSED SETTLEMENT IN 
THE CLAIM AGAINST THE GUAM WATERWORKS AUTHORITY BY 
ANGEL M.D. CRUZ AND JOSEPH M.M. CRUZ ALSO REFERENCED 

AS GWA GOVERNMENT CLAIM NO. 2017-001

WHEREAS, under 12 G.C.A. § 14105, the Consolidated Commission on Utilities 

(“CCU”) has plenary authority over financial, contractual and policy matters relative to the 

Guam Waterworks Authority (“GWA”); and

WHEREAS, the Guam Waterworks Authority (“GWA”) is a Guam Public Corporation 

established and existing under the laws of Guam; and 

WHEREAS, the Government Claims Act 5 G.C.A. §6206 requires approval of the Board 

for all other claims in excess of Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00), excluding motor vehicle 

damage and personal injury claims less than $15,000; and 

WHEREAS, on December 30, 2016 manhole number 3634 was surcharging. GWA 

personnel arrived at approximately 4:30 p.m. to attempt clear the line. Detry Plumbing was then 

contacted to assist GWA personnel to clear the sewer line of the obstruction later identified as 

grease and rag buildup.  Detry Plumbing utilized a combination truck and jetted the sewer line 

from manhole number 3638 upstream (approximately 50 feet) where the obstruction was located. 

As a result of this obstruction, sewage overflowed into the Cruz Pablo residence (110 S. San 

Miguel St. Talofofo Guam) via the two bathrooms in the home causing real property damage, 

Exhibit “A”; and 
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WHEREAS, on February 22, 2017 Mr. Joseph M.M. Cruz and Angel M.D. Cruz

(“Claimant”), legal homeowners of 110 S. San Miguel Street Talofofo, Guam filed a claim 

against GWA in the amount of One Hundred Thirty Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Dollars

($139,900.00) for real property damages, Exhibit “B”; the Cruz’s have submitted three quotes, 

which GWA found to be excessive as certain line items (e.g. replacement of typhoon shutters, 

installation of new floor ceramic tiles for the whole house, replace panel box, wires, switches, 

outlets/with covers, and smoke alarms, light fixtures), which were not directly affected by the 

December 30, 2016 incident, Exhibit “C”; and 

WHEREAS, GWA has provided the family housing accommodations commencing 

January 26, 2017 and continues to do so, Exhibit “D.”  A small storage unit has also been 

provided by GWA to properly store some of the family’s personal belongings, Exhibit “E”; and

WHEREAS, GWA has sought the assistance on an independent quantity surveyor, Rider 

Levett and Bucknall (RLB) to provide cost estimates on the repairs of the home based on the 

scope of work GWA prepared and in accordance with ANSI/IICRC S500-2015 Standard and 

Reference Guide for Professional Water Damage Restoration, Exhibit “F.” GWA has determined 

that claimant’s should be compensated for real property damages sustained as a result of the 

sewer overflow (inclusive of direct to vendor payments for housing accommodations and rental 

expenses for storage) in the total amount of One Hundred Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Ninety

Four Dollars ($109,994.00) which shall be paid upon signing of the Release & Settlement 

Agreement by all parties; and

WHEREAS, GWA has offered as part of the June 7th final settlement offer issuance of 

Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00) before July 16, 2017 to assist the family with initial home 

repairs, Exhibit “G.” This amount of $3,000.00 will be reduced from the One Hundred Nine 

Thousand Nine Hundred Ninety Four Dollars ($109,994.00). 

WHEREAS, GWA believes the proposed settlement and method of payment to be fair 

and reasonable; and 
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WHEREAS, the Consolidated Commission on Utilities finds that this proposed 

settlement is just and reasonable considering the circumstances.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Consolidated Commission on Utilities

does hereby find, authorize and approve the following:

1. Mr. Angel M.D. Cruz and Joseph M.M. Cruz sustained real property damages as a 

result of a sewage over flow into their residence, 110 S. San Miguel Street Talofofo, 

Guam on December 30, 2016.

2. Based on the cost estimate received from Rider Levitt and Bucknall (RLB), GWA has 

proposed offer of One Hundred Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Ninety Four Dollars 

($109,994.00) to include the costs to repair the home, housing accommodations to 

allow for the completion of the home repairs (through August 31, 2017), and rental 

expenses for storage (through August 31, 2017) as indicated in GWA’s final 

settlement offer datedoffer dated June 7, 2017 to Angel M.D. Cruz and Joseph M.M. 

Cruz, Exhibit G.

3. Claimants have agreed and accepted the proposed settlement offer dated June 7, 2017 

by GWA, Exhibit H.

4.   That GWA issue a check in the amount of Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00) as 

part of the final settlement offer on or before July 16, 2017 to assist the family with        

initial home repairs. 

5.   That GWA may pay the Claimant’s an amount of One Hundred Six Thousand Nine 

Hundred Ninety Four Dollars ($106,994.00) following the execution of a 

Release and Settlement Agreement by all parties.

6.  The CCU finds the offer fair and reasonable under the circumstances. 

7.  The GWA GM is authorized to sign all documents necessary to settle the claim as 

approved by the CCU.

//

//

//

Formatted: Indent: First line: 0"
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RESOLVED, that the Chairman certifies and Board Secretary attests to the adoption of 

the Resolution.

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 6th day of July, 2017.

Certified by: Attested by:

____________________________ _____________________________
JOSEPH T. DUENAS J. GEORGE BAMBA
Chairperson Secretary
I, J. George Bamba, Board Secretary for the Consolidated Commission on Utilities, as 
evidenced by my signature above do hereby certify as follows:

The foregoing is a full, true and accurate copy of the resolution duly adopted at a regular 
meeting by the member of the Guam Consolidated Commission on Utilities, duly and 
legally held at a place properly noticed and advertised at which meeting a quorum was 
present and the members who were presented voted as follows:

AYES:  ____________

NAYS: ____________

ABSTENTIONS: ____________

ABSENT: ____________

///

///

///

///

///
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“Better Water, Better Lives.”
Gloria B. Nelson Public Service Building| 688 Route 15 | Mangilao, Guam 96913

Tel: (671) 300-6846

Issues for Decision

Resolution No. 40-FY2017
Relative to Approving the Terms of the Proposed Settlement in the Claim Against the Guam 
Waterworks Authority by Joseph M.M. Cruz and Sandra Pablo also Referenced as Government 
Claim GWA GC No. 2017-002

What is the project’s objective and is it necessary and urgent?
On December 30, 2016 a sewer overflow caused real property damage to the Cruz’s home. As 
a result of the sewer overflow Angel and Joseph filed a Government Claim against GWA in the 
amount of $150,000.00 for damages sustained to two bathrooms, three bedrooms, kitchen and 
living room.  Aside from the real property damage sustained a separate Government Claim for  
personal property damage was filed by Mr. Joseph Cruz and Sandra Pablo. 

The Cruz family has been provided housing accommodations since January 26, 2017 until the 
repairs to the home are completed. Pursuant to 5 G.C.A. §6206 the Release and Settlement 
Agreement requires the Attorney General of Guam and the Governor to approve before the 
settlement check can be issued. 

Where is the location?
110 South San Miguel Street Talofofo, Guam 

How much will it cost?
The recommendation for settlement of the personal property claim is $23,385.00. 

When will it be completed?
This claim will be completed after the Release and Settlement Agreement has been approved
by the CCU, then forwarded to the Office of the Attorney General and the Office of the Governor 
for their review and signature.

What is the funding source?
Revenue Funded

CCU July 6, 2017 SPECIAL Meeting - NEW BUSINESS

8



1

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

RESOLUTION NO. 40-FY2017

RELATIVE TO APPROVING THE TERMS OF THE PROPOSED SETTLEMENT IN THE 
CLAIM AGAINST THE GUAM WATERWORKS AUTHORITY BY 
JOSEPH M.M. CRUZ AND SANDRA PABLO ALSO REFERENCED 

AS GWA GOVERNMENT CLAIM NO. 2017-002

WHEREAS, under 12 G.C.A. § 14105, the Consolidated Commission on Utilities (“CCU”) has 

plenary authority over financial, contractual and policy matters relative to the Guam Waterworks 

Authority (“GWA”); and

WHEREAS, the Guam Waterworks Authority (“GWA”) is a Guam Public Corporation 

established and existing under the laws of Guam; and  

WHEREAS, the Government Claims Act 5 G.C.A. §6206 requires approval of the Board for all 

other claims in excess of Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00), excluding motor vehicle damage and 

personal injury claims less than $15,000; and 

WHEREAS, on December 30, 2016 manhole number 3634 was surcharging. GWA personnel 

arrived at approximately 4:30 p.m. to attempt clear the line.  Detry Plumbing was then contacted to assist 

GWA personnel to clear the sewer line of the obstruction later identified as grease and rag buildup.  Detry 

Plumbing utilized a combination truck and jetted the sewer line from manhole number 3638 upstream 

(approximately 50 feet) where the obstruction was located. As a result of this obstruction, sewage 

overflowed into the Cruz Pablo residence (110 S. San Miguel St. Talofofo Guam) via the two bathrooms 

in the home causing personal property damage and 

WHEREAS, on February 22, 2017 Mr. Joseph M.M. Cruz and Sandra Pablo (“Claimant”), 

residents of 110 S. San Miguel Street Talofofo, Guam filed a claim against GWA in the amount of Forty 

Five Thousand One Hundred Fourteen Dollars and Seventy Cents ($45,114.70) for personal property 

damages, Exhibit “A”; Mr. Cruz and Ms. Pablo have submitted photos of some of their personal property, 

which was damaged along with a list of the items they are claiming, Exhibit “B”; and 

CCU July 6, 2017 SPECIAL Meeting - NEW BUSINESS

9



2

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

WHEREAS, GWA has provided the family housing accommodations commencing January 26, 

2017 and continues to do so, Exhibit “C.”  A small storage unit has also been provided by GWA to 

properly store some of the family’s personal belongings, Exhibit “D”;  

WHEREAS, after review of the claim, GWA has determined that GWA should compensate the 

Claimant for personal property damages sustained totaling Twenty Six Thousand Three Hundred Eighty

Five Dollars ($26,385.00) of which $3,000.00 was issued to Claimant on January 25, 2017 Check 

Number 072424 for immediate needs, Exhibit “E.”  The Claimant further acknowledged that the 

$3,000.00 would be made part of and thereby deducted from the final settlement offer, Exhibit “F”; and

WHEREAS, GWA calculated the personal property items submitted by Mr. Cruz and Ms. Pablo 

based on the actual cash value (ACV) of the items. GWA has determined that claimant’s should be 

compensated for personal property damages sustained totaling Twenty Six Thousand Three Hundred 

Eighty Five Dollars ($26,385.00) which shall be paid upon signing of the Release & Settlement 

agreement; and

WHEREAS, GWA believes the proposed settlement and method of payment to be fair and 

reasonable; and 

WHEREAS,  the Consolidated Commission on Utilities finds that this proposed settlement is 

just and reasonable considering the circumstances.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Consolidated Commission on Utilities does 

hereby find, authorize and approve the following:

1. Mr. Joseph M.M. Cruz and Ms. Sandra Pablo sustained personal property damages as a result 

of a sewage over flow into their residence, 110 S. San Miguel Street Talofofo, Guam on 

December 30, 2016.

2. Mr. Cruz and Ms. Pablo have submitted a list of personal property items damaged as a result 

of the December 30, 2016 sewer overflow.

3. That GWA may pay the Claimant an amount of Twenty Three Thousand Three Hundred 

Eighty Five Dollars ($23,385.00) following the execution of a Release and Settlement 

Agreement.

4. The CCU finds the offer fair and reasonable under the circumstances. 
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5. The GWA GM is authorized to sign all documents necessary to settle the claim as approved 

by the CCU.

RESOLVED, that the Chairman certifies and Board Secretary attests to the adoption of the 

Resolution.

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 6th day of July, 2017.

Certified by: Attested by:

____________________________ _____________________________
JOSEPH T. DUENAS J. GEORGE BAMBA
Chairperson Secretary

I, J. George Bamba, Board Secretary for the Consolidated Commission on Utilities, as evidenced 
by my signature above do hereby certify as follows:

The foregoing is a full, true and accurate copy of the resolution duly adopted at a regular meeting 
by the member of the Guam Consolidated Commission on Utilities, duly and legally held at a 
place properly noticed and advertised at which meeting a quorum was present and the members 
who were presented voted as follows:

AYES:  ____________

NAYS: ____________

ABSTENTIONS: ____________

ABSENT: ____________

///

///

///

///
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“Better Water, Better Lives.”
Gloria B. Nelson Public Service Building| 688 Route 15 | Mangilao, Guam 96913

Tel: (671) 300-6846

Issues for Decision

Resolution No. 41-FY2017
Relative to Approving the Terms of the Proposed Settlement in the Claim Against the Guam 
Waterworks Authority by Joseph M.M. Cruz also Referenced as Government Claim GWA GC 
No. 2017-003

What is the project’s objective and is it necessary and urgent?
On December 30, 2016 a sewer overflow caused real property damage to the Cruz’s home. As 
a result of the sewer overflow Angel and Joseph filed a Government Claim against GWA for 
damages sustained to two bathrooms, three bedrooms, kitchen and living room.  Aside from the 
real property and personal property damage sustained a separate Government Claim for loss of 
wages was filed by Mr. Joseph Cruz in the amount of $5,061.84.

Pursuant to 5 G.C.A. §6206 the Release and Settlement Agreement requires the Attorney 
General of Guam and the Governor to approve before the settlement check can be issued. 

Where is the location?
110 South San Miguel Street Talofofo, Guam 

How much will it cost?
The recommendation for settlement of the loss of wages claim is $5,061.84. GWA has offered 
as part of the final settlement offer the issuance of $3,000 before July 16, 2017.  Therefore, the 
remaining settlement amount would be $2,061.84.

When will it be completed?
This claim will be completed after the Release and Settlement Agreement has been approved
by the CCU, then forwarded to the Office of the Attorney General and the Office of the Governor 
for their review and signature.

What is the funding source?
Revenue Funded
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RESOLUTION NO. 41-FY2017

RELATIVE TO APPROVING THE TERMS OF THE PROPOSED SETTLEMENT IN 
THE CLAIM AGAINST THE GUAM WATERWORKS AUTHORITY BY 

JOSEPH M.M. CRUZ ALSO REFERENCED 
AS GWA GOVERNMENT CLAIM NO. 2017-003

WHEREAS, under 12 G.C.A. § 14105, the Consolidated Commission on Utilities 

(“CCU”) has plenary authority over financial, contractual and policy matters relative to the 

Guam Waterworks Authority (“GWA”); and

WHEREAS, the Guam Waterworks Authority (“GWA”) is a Guam Public Corporation 

established and existing under the laws of Guam; and 

WHEREAS, the Government Claims Act 5 G.C.A. §6206 requires approval of the Board 

for all other claims in excess of Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00), excluding motor vehicle 

damage and personal injury claims less than $15,000; and 

WHEREAS, on December 30, 2016 manhole number 3634 was surcharging. GWA 

personnel arrived at approximately 4:30 p.m. to attempt clear the line.  Detry Plumbing was then 

contacted to assist GWA personnel to clear the sewer line of the obstruction later identified as 

grease and rag buildup.  Detry Plumbing utilized a combination truck and jetted the sewer line 

from manhole number 3638 upstream (approximately 50 feet) where the obstruction was located. 

As a result of this obstruction, sewage overflowed into the Cruz residence (110 S. San Miguel St. 

Talofofo Guam) via the two bathrooms in the home causing personal property and real property 

damage; and 

WHEREAS, on February 22, 2017 Mr. Joseph M.M. Cruz (“Claimant”), one of the legal 

homeowners of 110 S. San Miguel Street Talofofo, Guam simultaneously filed a claim against 
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GWA in the amount of Five Thousand Sixty One Dollars and Eighty Four Cents ($5,061.84) for 

loss of wages as missed days of work as a result of the sewer overflow into his home, Exhibit 

“A”; and

WHEREAS, GWA has determined that claimant should be compensated for the loss of 

wages as a result of the December 30, 2016 sewer overflow totaling Five Thousand Sixty One  

Dollars and Eighty Four Cents ($5,061.84) which shall be paid upon signing of the Release & 

Settlement agreement; and

WHEREAS, GWA has offered as part of the final settlement offer issuance of Three 

Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00) before July 16, 2017 to assist the family with initial expenses 

resulting from the overflow. This amount of $3,000.00 will be reduced from the Five Thousand 

Sixty One Dollars and Eighty Four Cents ($5,061.84). 

WHEREAS, GWA believes the proposed settlement and method of payment to be fair 

and reasonable; and 

WHEREAS,  the Consolidated Commission on Utilities finds that this proposed 

settlement is just and reasonable considering the circumstances.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Consolidated Commission on Utilities

does hereby find, authorize and approve the following:

1. Mr. Joseph M.M. Cruz sustained loss of wages as a result of a sewage over flow into 

his residence, 110 S. San Miguel Street Talofofo, Guam on December 30, 2016.

2. Mr. Joseph M.M. Cruz has provided proof to GWA of the loss of wages (184 of 

Annual Leave hours) from January 3, 2017 through February 3, 2017 to remove 

damaged personal property and the relocation of his family (Exhibit A). 

3. That GWA issue a check in the amount of Three Thousand Dollars ($3,000.00) as 

part of the final settlement offer on or before July 16, 2017 to assist the family with        

initial expenses.
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4. That GWA may pay the Claimant an amount of Two Thousand Sixty One Dollars and 

Eighty Four Cents ($2,061.84) following the execution of a Release and Settlement 

Agreement.

5. The CCU finds the offer fair and reasonable under the circumstances. 

6. The GWA GM is authorized to sign all documents necessary to settle the claim as 

approved by the CCU.

RESOLVED, that the Chairman certifies and Board Secretary attests to the adoption of 

the Resolution.

DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 6th day of July, 2017.

Certified by: Attested by:

____________________________ _____________________________
JOSEPH T. DUENAS J. GEORGE BAMBA
Chairperson Secretary

I, J. George Bamba, Board Secretary for the Consolidated Commission on Utilities, as 
evidenced by my signature above do hereby certify as follows:

The foregoing is a full, true and accurate copy of the resolution duly adopted at a regular 
meeting by the member of the Guam Consolidated Commission on Utilities, duly and 
legally held at a place properly noticed and advertised at which meeting a quorum was 
present and the members who were presented voted as follows:

AYES:  ____________

NAYS: ____________

ABSTENTIONS: ____________

ABSENT: ____________

///

///
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